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Lubbock Law Notes

The Good, the Bad and
the Butt-Ugly:
Rating West Texas
Courthouses

byChuck Lanehart

It seems | dve spent most of my adul
to try a case in a West Texas courthouse, or traveling to or from a West Te
courthouse. There may be others who have similar experience, but | hagte dec
myself the most qualified to write on the subject of West Texas courthouses.

| may be biting off more than | can chew, but | intend to revisit, review and ra
every South Plains center of coun
courthouse®f the eight counties adjoining Lubbock County: Crosby, Floyc
Garza, Hale, Hockley, Lamb, Lynn and TerryLabbock Law Noiesie at a

time over the next few months. A rating of the Lubbock County Courthouse w
foll ow, and t hratothdhintledands.ent ur e f urt |

|l &m not just whistlind Dixie here.
significant funding for the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Progra
Between 1999 and 2002, some 72 counties received $91 million tarm@store

money was Crosby County, which received a paltry $200,550. Since 2002
Texas Legislature has authorized another $107 million for courthou
Srésefvation, and no SoRkains county has received a nickel. | hope this serie
of articles will outline the need for South Plains courthouse renovation a
preservation, perhaps impress on county commissioners the need to apply
state funding, and maybe get the Legistataoeigh up some big bucks for West
Texas courthouses.

My courthouse review will not be objective: | know little about public architectu
or civic planning or any related field. | just know what I like in a courthouse, &
thatds what about. nltwél marowtubbockv Avaldanghernal
entertainment edtsttoarr OWinmolvii am rKae ri msg
the best, less than one star for the-lgiit worst. | am open férand solicit
your opinions on the subject of Westdscourthouses. So, if you are called,
consider yourself blessed. If your call is returned, consider yourself worthy. Y
participation in this project might get you quoted ihuhbock Law Notekich
Is a very high honor.

@ntinued on page 9
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LCYLA Hosts Annual Swearingin-Ceremony

On November 12008the Lubbock County Young Lawyer Association hosted it
Annual Swearirig-Ceremony for all newly licensed attorneys in the Lubbock
area. The ceremony was presided over by Justices of the 7th Court of Appec
including Chief Justice Brian Quinn andchsstlames Campbell and Mackey
Hancock. Also presiding were Judge Ruben Reyes and Judge Drue Farmer.

Those individuals who successfully passed the TexasrBeraEza and were
sworn includeCeleste Botros, Greg Conner, Cory Beth Davis, Brandr,Dosse
Sarah Field, Ronnie Garcia, Tamar Gerhart, Will Griffis, Kacee Harvey, John
Henderson, Andy LeMieux, Sean Long, Stephanie Williams and Colleen Wisc

The Lubbock County Young Lawyer Association would like to thank all those v
attended and helped make the event a success. The faculty and staff of the
Tech University School of Law also deserve a special thanks asfitality in
allowing the LCYLA to use their wonderful facilities.

LUBBOCK LAW NOTES SUBMISSIONS

The Lubbock Law Notegites persons to submit material for publicatiéih.
material must be received no later than 12:00 noon on Bi&Friday of each
month. The editorial staff reserves the right to change the deadline at
discretion. Submit material in printed form, on disk, eniajldo:

Kristi Ward,P.O. Box 5980_ubbock, TX79408
E-mail: lubbocklawnotes@agmail.com
Phone: 80610998 Fax: 8067610991

The editorial staff expressly reserves the right to edit all submitted material fol
content and form. Additionally, the editoridf asumes no obligation to print
submitted material and reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted materi
its solediscretion.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Law and the Beatles

by Brian Shannon

While we were making the long drive frack Dallas after the unhappy result in the
Cotton Bowl early last month, one of the satellite radio stations was playing the T
100 songs from 1976. Now, as to why on the 3rd of January in 2009 this partict
station decided to highlight the songs fi@m6, | do not know. But, those songs
brought back quite a few memories for my wife and me, as we were both high sch
juniors/seniors during calendar year 1976. Our daughter, who was along for the 1
and who is herself a high school junior this yaarsemewhat bemused and a bit appalled by our choices of mus
fromthatlonppgo era. Do you happen to know or remember
Songsd6é6 by Paul Mc CabWingeyds | esser known group

Of course, as we all knd®gul McCartney is far better known and remembered as one of the Bdbd-Beatles.

So, what you might be asking by this pardoes any of this have to do with the law? And, that would be a ver
appropriate question at this juncture. Let me pttthentransition! (And, no, this is not going to be a piece on family
law and the divorces of extraordinarily wealthyddilkes a certain former Beatle.)

Like many of you, | receive numercusad links to humorous (and some-smhumorous) judici@pinions, court
filings, lawyer stories, etc. | have even forwarded some of these along to other attorney and professor frien:
apologies if these were unwanted!) One that came across my computer screen in the last year or so was a
Montanast at e di strict courtds sentencing memorandum
Beatles aficionado, wrote the followingtate v. McCormatk DC 060323 (Feb. 26, 2007):

Mr. McCormack, you pled guilty to the charge of Byrglao aid me in
sentencing, | review the fmentence investigation report. | read with interest the
section containing Defendant 0s statement .
recommendation as to what you thiinket he Col
the Beetles say, o6Let |t Bedo.

While | will not explore the epistemological or ontological overtones of your
response, or even the syntactic or symbolic keys of your allusion, Heyll Zage
Do You Want to Know a Secret?The greatest band iack history spelled their
name BE-A-T-L-E-S.

| interpret the meaning of your response to suggest that there should be no
consequences for your actions and | shouldlgust Be so that you could live in
Strawberry Fields Forever Such reasoninghere, There and Everywhere It
does not require Magical Mystery Tour of interpretation to knowhe Word
means leave it alone. | trust we cabaatie Togetheron that meaning.

If I were to overlook your actions dret It Be, | would ignore thdday in
the Life on April 21, 2006. Evidently, earlier that night you said to ybuteelf
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Fine while drinking beer. Later, whether you wali@aey or were just trying to
Act Naturally, you became th€ool on the Hill on North 27" Street.  Advr.
Moonlight at 1:30 a.m., you did ridtink for Yourself but just focused oh Me,
Mine.
Because Yy o uHelg,Wainfar Somethankgelsé, orrlisten to your
conscience sayihjo n e y , he viciinm later that day weiging a Hole in the
glass door you bke. After you stole the 18 pack of Old Milwaukee you decided it was
time toRun for Your LifeandCarry That Weight But when the witness sBiaby
| t O s, thé&/pwlice respondédd || @redtyou Yiaal to admit thdou Really
Got a Hold on Me. You wee not able té&set Backhome because of tihains
they put on you. Although you hoped the policewouldsayondt Want to Spoi
PartyandWe Can Work It Out you were iMisery when they said you werBad
Boy. When the police took you to jail you experiefoatething Newas they said
Hello Goodbyeand you becameNowhere Man.
Later when you thought about what you did, you may have &didl Cry
Instead. Now vy det 0 Beeinsteaa gfi onng a . Asa sesult of your
Har d Da y,deu ald logking atTacket to Ride thatLong and Winding
Road to Deer Lodge. Hopefully you can say both nowdnce n | thantl 6 4
Should Have Known Better

| believe that | would enjoy reading this opikight D ays a WeekAnd, by way of parting, if you would like to see
the work product of other judges who are trying to be funny and who are occasionally quite successful at doir
suggest that you Googl e t he phriewsuatold richds ltmight@uerscordeu
in handy if you ever are having trouble finding an amusing topic or anecdote for a speech (or, pedtamgs for a

Finally, see yaunot Yesterdayd but on February 20 for our annual Pro Bono Awards luncheawvill W&eat Tech
Lawds Lanier Auditorium this month.

§°y‘, The 81st Texas Legislature began Janua9d3 Austin. During the session, the
Y~ TexasBar will publish a free weekipevsletter, "Friday Update," with summaries of
’ B;; legislation potentially affecting the legal profession and links to relevant bills.
! 3 ‘ subscribe, visitww.texasbar.com/frayupdate

)%‘
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SAVE THE DATE: FEBRUARY 20, 2009 s | CLE

THE 2009 ESTATE PLANNING &
COMMUNITY PROPERTY LAW JOURNAL SEMINAR

PRESENTED BY
THE ESTATE PLANNING & COMMUNITY PROPERTY LAW JOURNAL
AND THE SOUTH PLAINS TRUST & ESTATE COUNCIL

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2009
7:30 AM - 4:30 PM

BILL & CAROLYN LANIER AUDITORIUM
MARK & BECKY LANTER PROFESSTONAL DEVEFOPMENT CENTER
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

JOIN DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS,
RECEIVE A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE ESTATE PLANNING &
COMMUNITY PROPERTY LAW JOURNAL,
ANDIEARNICLE & CPE CREDITS

$100 (TTU ALUMNI) | $125 (GENERAL PUBLIC)
RECEIVE 4.25 CLE OR CPE CREDIT HOURS

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

COURTHOUSE MORALS AND LEGISLATIVE EXPECTATIONS: A REVIEW OF RECENT CASES AND
PROPOSED LEGISLATION IMPACTING TEXAS ESTATE PLANNERS
GERRY W. BEYER, GOVERNOR PRESTON E. SMITH REGENTS PROFESSOR OF LAW
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, LUBBOCK, TEXAS

ON DEATH AND DYING: COUNSELING THE TERMINALLY LI IENT
AND THE LOVED ONES LEFT BEHIND
JUDGE GEORGIA AKERS, HARRIS COUNTY PROBATE COURT NO. 1, HOUSTON, TEXAS

TRICKS AND TRAPS {E LAND OF ENCHANTA NEW ME (m//m ATE,
COMMUNITY //m///\/\ AND TRUST /\\l/l\/()/\ TEXAS ATTORNEYS
SCOTTY HOLLOMAN, SHAREHOLDER, MADDOX, HOLLOMAN & KIRKSEY P.C. Ilu 35, NEW MEXICO

PRO BONO IS NOT ONLY THE BUSINESS OF DOING GOOD, IT IS GOOD BUSINESS
GLENN WEST, PARTNER, WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES, LLP. DALLAS, TEXAS

PROJECT RUNAWAY—ONE DAY YOURE IN AS THE ATTORNEY AND THE NEXT DAY YOURE OUT
SHARON GARDNER, SHAREHOLDER, CRAIN, CATON & JAMES, P.C., HOUSTON, TEXAS

VALUATION DISCOUNTS
CHARLES KING, PARTNER, SPROUSE SHRADER SMITH P.C., AMARILLO, TEXAS

DYNAMICS OF ESTATE PLANNING FOR THE FAMILY AND FAMILY BUSINESS - GRANTOR TRUSTS
(GRATS VS. IDGTS): DO YOU DIGIT, OR DO YOU GRAT?
JEFF MYERS, SHAREHOLDER, BOURLAND, WALL & WENZEL, P.C., FORT WORTH, TEXAS

STUDENTS FROM TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW PUBLISHED IN
VOLUME | OF THE ESTATE PLANNING & COMMUNITY PROPERTY LAW JOURNALI
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