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Lubbock Law Notes  
 

 

The Good, the Bad and 
the Butt-Ugly:  

Rating West Texas 
Courthouses  

 

    by Chuck Lanehart 
 

It seems Iõve spent most of my adult life in a West Texas courthouse, or preparing 
to try a case in a West Texas courthouse, or traveling to or from a West Texas 
courthouse.  There may be others who have similar experience, but I have declared 
myself the most qualified to write on the subject of West Texas courthouses.   
 
I may be biting off more than I can chew, but I intend to revisit, review and rate 
every South Plains center of county government.  For starters, Iõll visit the 
courthouses of the eight counties adjoining Lubbock County: Crosby, Floyd, 
Garza, Hale, Hockley, Lamb, Lynn and Terry: one Lubbock Law Notes issue at a 
time over the next few months.  A rating of the Lubbock County Courthouse will 
follow, and then Iõll venture further into the hinterlands. 
 
Iõm not just whistlinõ Dixie here.  In 1999, the Texas Legislature began providing 
significant funding for the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program.  
Between 1999 and 2002, some 72 counties received $91 million to restore and 
preserve their courthouses.  The only South Plains county that was granted any 
money was Crosby County, which received a paltry $200,550.  Since 2002, the 
Texas Legislature has authorized another $107 million for courthouse 
preservation, and no South Plains county has received a nickel.  I hope this series 
of articles will outline the need for  South Plains courthouse renovation and 
preservation, perhaps impress on county commissioners the need to apply for 
state funding, and maybe get the Legislature to cough up some big bucks for West 
Texas courthouses. 
 
My courthouse review will not be objective: I know little about public architecture 
or civic planning or any related field.  I just know what I like in a courthouse, and 
thatõs what I intend to write about.  I will borrow Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
entertainment editor William Kernsõ òfive-staró movie rating system: five stars for 
the best, less than one star for the butt-ugly worst.  I am open for ð and solicit ð 
your opinions on the subject of West Texas courthouses.  So, if you are called, 
consider yourself blessed.   If your call is returned, consider yourself worthy.  Your 
participation in this project  might get you quoted in the Lubbock Law Notes, which 
is a very high honor. 

continued on page 9 
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LCYLA Hosts Annual Swearing-In-Ceremony 

 
On November 11, 2008, the Lubbock County Young Lawyer Association hosted its 
Annual Swearing-In-Ceremony for all newly licensed attorneys in the Lubbock 
area.  The ceremony was presided over by Justices of the 7th Court of Appeals, 
including Chief Justice Brian Quinn and Justices James Campbell and Mackey 
Hancock.  Also presiding were Judge Ruben Reyes and Judge Drue Farmer.   
  
 Those individuals who successfully passed the Texas Bar Examination and were 
sworn include: Celeste Botros, Greg Conner, Cory Beth Davis, Brandi Dosser, 
Sarah Field, Ronnie Garcia, Tamar Gerhart, Will Griffis, Kacee Harvey, John 
Henderson, Andy LeMieux, Sean Long, Stephanie Williams and Colleen Wisdom. 
  
The Lubbock County Young Lawyer Association would like to thank all those who 
attended and helped make the event a success.  The faculty and staff of the Texas 
Tech University School of Law also deserve a special thanks for their hospitality in 
allowing the LCYLA to use their wonderful facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
LUBBOCK LAW NOTES SUBMISSIONS 

 
The Lubbock Law Notes invites persons to submit material for publication.  All 
material must be received no later than 12:00 noon on the 3rd Friday of each 
month.  The editorial staff reserves the right to change the deadline at its 
discretion.  Submit material in printed form, on disk, or by e-mail to: 
 

Kristi Ward, P.O. Box 5980, Lubbock, TX 79408 
E-mail:  lubbocklawnotes@gmail.com 

Phone: 806-761-0998   Fax: 806-761-0991 
 
The editorial staff expressly reserves the right to edit all submitted material for 
content and form.  Additionally, the editorial staff assumes no obligation to print 
submitted material and reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted material at 
its sole discretion.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

The Law and the Beatles 

      

      by Brian Shannon 

 

While we were making the long drive back from Dallas after the unhappy result in the 
Cotton Bowl early last month, one of the satellite radio stations was playing the Top 
100 songs from 1976. Now, as to why on the 3rd of January in 2009 this particular 
station decided to highlight the songs from 1976, I do not know. But, those songs 
brought back quite a few memories for my wife and me, as we were both high school 
juniors/seniors during calendar year 1976. Our daughter, who was along for the trip 

and who is herself a high school junior this year, was somewhat bemused and a bit appalled by our choices of music 
from that long-ago era. Do you happen to know or remember the name of the top song of 1976? It was òSilly Love 
Songsó by Paul McCartneyõs lesser known group ð Wings. 
 
Of course, as we all know, Paul McCartney is far better known and remembered as one of the Fab Four ð the Beatles. 
So, what ð you might be asking by this point ð does any of this have to do with the law? And, that would be a very 
appropriate question at this juncture.  Let me attempt the transition! (And, no, this is not going to be a piece on family 
law and the divorces of extraordinarily wealthy folks ð like a certain former Beatle.) 
 
Like many of you, I receive numerous e-mail links to humorous (and some not-so-humorous) judicial opinions, court 
filings, lawyer stories, etc. I have even forwarded some of these along to other attorney and professor friends. (My 
apologies if these were unwanted!) One that came across my computer screen in the last year or so was a link to a 
Montana state district courtõs sentencing memorandum in a criminal case. Judge Gregory Todd, quite obviously a 
Beatles aficionado, wrote the following in State v. McCormack, No. DC 06-0323 (Feb. 26, 2007): 

  
 Mr. McCormack, you pled guilty to the charge of Burglary.  To aid me in 
sentencing, I review the pre-sentence investigation report.  I read with interest the 
section containing Defendantõs statement.  To the question of òGive your 
recommendation as to what you think the Court should do in this case,ó you said òLike 
the Beetles say, ôLet It Beõó. 
 While I will not explore the epistemological or ontological overtones of your 
response, or even the syntactic or symbolic keys of your allusion, I will say Hey Jude, 
Do You Want to Know a Secret?  The greatest band in rock history spelled their 
name B-E-A-T-L-E-S. 
 I interpret the meaning of your response to suggest that there should be no 
consequences for your actions and I should just Let It Be so that you could live in 
Strawberry Fields Forever.  Such reasoning is Here, There and Everywhere.  It 
does not require a Magical Mystery Tour of interpretation to know The Word 
means leave it alone.  I trust we can all Come Together on that meaning. 
 If I were to overlook your actions and Let It Be, I would ignore that Day in 
the Life on April 21, 2006.  Evidently, earlier that night you said to yourself I Feel 
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Fine while drinking beer.  Later, whether you wanted Money or were just trying to 
Act Naturally, you became the Fool on the Hill on North 27th Street.   As Mr. 
Moonlight  at 1:30 a.m., you did not Think for Yourself but just focused on I, Me, 
Mine. 
 Because you didnõt ask for Help , Wait for Something else, or listen to your 
conscience saying Honey Donõt, the victim later that day was Fixing a Hole in the 
glass door you broke.  After you stole the 18 pack of Old Milwaukee you decided it was 
time to Run for Your Life and Carry That Weight.  But when the witness said Baby 
Itõs You, the police responded Iõll Get You and you had to admit that You Really 
Got a Hold on Me.  You were not able to Get Back home because of the Chains 
they put on you.  Although you hoped the police would say I Donõt Want to Spoil the 
Party and We Can Work It Out, you were in Misery when they said you were a Bad 
Boy.  When the police took you to jail you experienced Something New as they said 
Hello Goodbye and you became a Nowhere Man. 
 Later when you thought about what you did, you may have said Iõll Cry 
Instead.  Now youõre saying Let It Be instead of Iõm a Loser.  As a result of your 
Hard Dayõs Night, you are looking at a Ticket to Ride that Long and Winding 
Road to Deer Lodge.  Hopefully you can say both now and When Iõm 64 that I 
Should Have Known Better. 

 
I believe that I would enjoy reading this opinion Eight D ays a Week. And, by way of parting, if you would like to see 
the work product of other judges who are trying to be funny and who are occasionally quite successful at doing so, I 
suggest that you Google the phrase, òHumorous Judicial Opinions.ó It will retrieve untold riches. It might even come 
in handy if you ever are having trouble finding an amusing topic or anecdote for a speech (or, perhaps, for a column). 
 
Finally, see you ð not Yesterday ð but on February 20 for our annual Pro Bono Awards luncheon. We will be at Tech 
Lawõs Lanier Auditorium this month. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The 81st Texas Legislature began January 13, 2009 in Austin. During the session, the 
Texas Bar will publish a free weekly e-newsletter, "Friday Update," with summaries of 
legislation potentially affecting the legal profession and links to relevant bills. To 
subscribe, visit www.texasbar.com/fridayupdate. 
 
 

http://www.texasbar.com/fridayupdate
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